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Northern Finland is remote, cold, and beautiful. It offers
one of the best vantages in the world from which to spot the
breathtaking aurora borealis. Gentry’s Corrine Mehigan
journeyed 6,000 km by plane, snowmobile, and dog sled
to see the Northern Lights in person.

As I stood on the narrow wood rails of the sled and held on tight,
the dogs began to howl with excitement again. Not a frightening
whine, but rather a sort of canine war cry that begins with a lone
howl and crescendos with the entire pack rallying in frenzied
unison. My huskies–each bright white with dazzling flecks of
brown or black, and all smaller in size than expected—looked
back at me with wild anticipation, their eyes brilliant and piercing. No, this was not a dream; this was my first attempt at commanding a husky sled. Here I was in the middle of the Lappish
wilderness—no license required, only courage. And despite the
rush of adrenaline mixed with human and canine voices of reassurance, I was afraid. “Please,” I thought, “don’t let me slip off,
tumble down, or break my neck. Remember, these pups are cute
and fast. They were born to run in Arctic conditions and they
are excited to lead you to greatness.” “But wait,” my mind raced,
“what were the guide’s instructions for turning, slowing down,
and using the crude brake at my feet!?” Everything went blank,
then suddenly, the guide shouted and the dogs jolted into a full
sprint. I held on in triumph.
What first lured me to Finland was my obsession with seeing
the Northern Lights. It’s been a personal quest to secure a place
amongst a rarified tribe of travelers who have seen them firsthand. Mysterious and ethereal, the Northern Lights, or Aurora
Borealis (aka Aurora), are the final travel frontier. Finland is
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famous for being one of the best places on earth from which to
observe this natural phenomenon. It’s no wonder; the Northern
Lights are visible on roughly 200 nights a year, or every other
clear night, in Finnish Lapland.

Puppy Love
Lapland is a vast geographical area in the northernmost part of
Scandinavia, spreading over four different countries: Finland,
Russia, Norway, and Sweden. Finnish Lapland is a stunning
land of fells, reindeer, and Northern Lights. It is as close as reality gets to those who dream of a winter wonderland. World
renowned for its glass igloo accommodations, Kakslauttanen
Arctic Resort has the well-deserved reputation for being the
premier holiday destination in Finland. It’s also internationally
known for the opportunity to see aurora, as it is located 250
kilometers above the Arctic Circle and there is very light pollution and minimal trees to obscure the sky. After two cloudy
nights at Kakslauttanen, I hadn’t seen any sign of aurora yet,
but with the resort’s steady stream of once-in-a-lifetime
adventures, I was so entertained that I could not have
cared less.
The aforementioned husky tour is an extraordinary
way to see the Arctic wilderness. For several hours on
a frosty winter morning, our party of two couples, two
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At the Kakslauttanen Arctic Resort, the
huskies are as cute and they are fast. They
were born to run in Arctic conditions and
are waiting for you to send them on their
way. Hang on to your sled and make sure
you know where the brake pedal is!

Sleeping Under the Northern Lights
When we arrived at Kakslauttanen, light snow flurries surrounded us. The nearest international airport is in Ivalo, just a 30minute ride away. Our driver expertly negotiated his way down
the main road of Kakslauttanen, stopping along the way to allow
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a herd of reindeer to cross the road before us. As our car rounded
a bend, we gave a collective gasp; the resort’s famous glass igloos
glowed like stars before us.
The Kakslauttanen resort is the product of serendipity and
hard work. It all started back in the summer of 1973 when Jussi
Eiramo finished a fishing trip to Utsjoki, Finland’s northernmost
village. Eiramo was on the drive back to central Finland when he
ran out of fuel. As fate would have it, running out of gas would
change Eiramo’s life forever. He set up camp beside the road in
the middle of the wilderness and was mesmerized by the Northern Lights. He returned and set up a cabin and a café to cater to
visitors. Year after year, Kakslauttanen has grown.
Fast-forward 41 years and Kakslauttanen is probably the most
famous holiday resort in Finland—a place of such natural magnificence that Ralph Lauren had his Fall/Winter 2015 Collection
photographed there. Indeed, Eiramo and his family have built a
magical resort.
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sleighs, and 12 dogs sped up ridges and down slopes just for the
thrill of it all. There is something primeval in making your way
through snowy landscapes with a pack of dogs. Needless to say, it
is also as environmentally friendly as it gets. Don’t be intimidated;
being in charge of your own sled dog team is not rocket science,
and it is the ride of your life. And for dog lovers who may not feel
the need for speed, there are two big husky farms right near the
resort and visitors are always welcome. Whether you take a few
hours or make a whole week out of it, one thing’s for sure: your
heart will be left in the Nordic wilderness with your newfound
furry friends.

The key to the magic is a completely unique guestroom experience. Kakslauttanen’s igloos are built of Kelo pinewood that’s
exclusive to Lapland. Eiramo is not only an hotelier, but also an
innovator and architect. His gorgeous Kelo-igloos are enormous,
with a welcoming rustic design and plenty of room and inviting
amenities—minus pesky modern ones like telephones. All feature a
private sauna, fireplace, kitchenette, and a bedroom with a stunning
glass roof. Everything has been carefully considered to elevate the
guest’s experience, including remote-controlled adjustable beds so
that one can view the Northern Lights without craning one’s neck.
The biggest challenge for guests is deciding when to alternate
between indulging in the sauna, enjoying the fireplace, or gazing at
the sky from under the covers. It’s insanely romantic—the
enchanting beauty of the Northern Lights and the Lappish wilderness, all enjoyed from the comfort of your own private hideaway.
During the day at Kakslauttanen, exploring nature by way of
any number of winter activities and safaris is the name of the

game. The surrounding environment is one of the most pristine
in the world. The water is clean enough to drink from the source,
and the air is so fresh you can feel it deep down in your lungs. The
resort is situated along the edge of the wilderness and on the road
to the Arctic Sea. It does get cold in the winter, but not in the way
you might imagine. This is because winters are dry, and the
weather there is very rarely windy even when it is freezing outside. You may be suspicious, but rest assured that with the right
clothing, gloves, hat, and boots, you can easily bear the most
severe of arctic conditions. Just remember, it’s all about layers and
layers and layers—oh, my!
At night, locals and visitors from around the world are singularly focused on the hunt for aurora. Similar to daytime endeavors, options include exploring on foot or with huskies, reindeer,
aboard snowmobiles, or by snow tank. What makes the aurora
borealis truly special is that there are no guarantees you will actually see it. As legendary hunter Fred Bear once said, “A hunt
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In Finland, nature’s most spectacular light show,
the Aurora Borealis, can be viewed from a range of
purpose-built spaces from glass igloos to luxury
suites. The Kakslauttanen Arctic Resort’s new
Kelo-Igloos (this page and opposite) sleeps six.
Each igloo has a private sauna, fireplace, kitchenette,
and an extra bedroom with a stunning glass roof.
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The Hunt Is On
A guided snowmobile safari is the fastest, loudest, and most
adrenaline-pumping way to get around in Lapland. As firsttimers enjoying our first night of hunting, we were given a driving
lesson, which is pretty straightforward: throttle on the right,
brake on the left. With a steady light flurry of snow, we went
whisking through a silvery forest on a beast of a machine. The
wintry wilderness was every bit as magical as we’d hoped, and a
roaring engine underneath provided warmth and speed throughout our three-hour hunt that night.
Observing aurora calls for patience, cooperative weather, help
from locals, and, when push comes to shove, pure luck. Aurora
hunting can be cold and exasperating work, with the lights being
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most active between 9PM and 3AM, and temperatures plunging
below -30°C in the winter. The lights might suddenly appear and
then vanish at any time from sunset until dawn. Aurora hunting
tours are great because the tour operators have been chasing the
Northern Lights for years and can find the best spots for potential viewing even when there is low-hanging cloud cover.
As we stopped for a warm drink and looked up at a dark sky
filled with clouds blocking all possibilities of seeing aurora that
night, our guide attempted to cheer us up. We learned that in
Finnish, the name for the aurora borealis is revontulet, which
translates to “fox fires.” The name comes from an ancient Finnish
myth in which the lights were created by a magical fox sweeping his tail across the snow and painting the sky—a wonderful description.
We returned from our hunt to a three-course traditional Lappish feast waiting for us at the resort’s Log Restaurant.
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based only on the trophies taken falls far short of what the ultimate goal should be.”

Bar None
Kakslauttanen might be a remote paradise situated in the wilderness, but it’s certainly not roughing it. Sitting a table away from
actress Kate Bosworth later that evening, we dined on magnificent crab legs followed by reindeer, enjoying the flavorful meat for
the first time. Served with mashed potatoes, this dish is eaten
throughout the country, in all seasons. Reindeer meat is one of
the healthiest foods you can put on your plate according to recent
studies, with high levels of B-12, omega-3, and omega-6. It’s very
lean and surprisingly delicious! Having returned from that
evening’s hunt empty-handed, it was then time to drown our sorrows in the bar like so many others. And when it’s time to kick
back with a cocktail or two, the resort’s Glass Igloo Bar in the
West Village is like no other place on earth.
Aurora has intrigued people from ancient times, and still does
today—the phenomenon of green, blue, and red lights that

appear in the northern hemisphere’s far reaches has inspired wonder and awe among locals, travellers, and dreamers. As we sipped
our ice cold Lapin Kulta, a tasty local brew, we met people from
around the world. The drinks flowed, and so did the stories. As
with many other natural phenomena, the Northern Lights have
appeared in a number of myths and tales. In Roman mythology,
Aurora, goddess of the dawn, renews herself every morning and
flies across the sky, announcing the arrival of the sun. In Norwegian folklore, the lights were the spirits of old maids dancing in
the sky and waving. Most Eskimo groups have a myth of the
Northern Lights as the spirits of the dead playing ball with a walrus head or skull. According to Japanese myths, making love
under the Northern Lights supposedly produces baby boys, beautiful children, or happy children. On the other hand, scientists
explain the lights as the natural phenomenon that occurs between
the latitudes of 60 to 72 degrees, when electron-rich solar winds
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Kakslauttanen Arctic Resort’s Glass Igloo Bar
(opposite). Enter the wild on a snowmobile.
A guided snowmobile safari (this page) is
the fastest, loudest, and most adrenalinepumping way to get around in Lapland.
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bursting from the sun are pulled in by the North Pole’s magnetic
fields and collide with gases like nitrogen and oxygen in Earth’s
upper atmosphere. No surprise, the baby-making theory was far
more popular in the bar that night.

Reindeer Ride
We were ready for anything the next morning, including a close
encounter with reindeer. The reindeer is an icon of Finnish Lapland, and there’s a good reason for that: their numbers in the
province have surpassed the number of people. Driving to a reindeer ranch with hot coffee in hand, we learned about the Sámi,
an indigenous people of Lapland. Reindeers are still fundamental
to the Sami culture and society, even though nowadays a majority of the Sámi population pursue other careers. They are a
Samoyed tribe, who once arrived from the East. Originally they
had no racial or linguistic relationship to Finns, though over
the years the two cultures have mixed with each other. However, Sámi are known for reindeer husbandry, and the animal is
ever-present in Lappish life. Most Sámis have a family member
or a relative who is in some way involved with reindeer herding.
Sámi culture, language, traditional clothing, handicraft, and
music are distinctively different from other ethnic groups in
Scandinavia.
Reindeer sleigh rides are a popular way to get close to the
fabled animal. Gliding through a snowy forest in a wooden sleigh
is a magical experience—akin to a spiritual journey. The pristine
and picturesque landscape provides habitat for many wild animals
and birds, including magnificent bears, wolves, lynx, eagles,
cranes, and swans, as well as the world’s rarest seal. And with
speeds staying slow to moderate and minimal noise involved, it
makes for a great experience for the young at heart at any age.
Our guide treated us to traditional Sámi singing (joiku) over hot
coffee and soup by the fire in his generations-old tepee before
sending us back to the resort.
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Hot and Sweaty—And It’s a Good Thing
It’s been said that to better understand Finland and its people, it
is best to get familiar with sauna. Sauna and Finland are inseparably linked. Saying sauna is an important piece of Finnish culture
would be an understatement. For centuries, it has been a place for
physical and spiritual cleansing, for getting bare in all senses of
the word, and entering the core of humanity. In Finland’s history,
sauna used to be a gateway in and out of this world: women
would give birth in saunas, and upon a person’s death, the body
would be given a final wash there. Today it’s been said that there
are enough saunas in Finland to easily accommodate all 5.4 million Finns simultaneously.
For relaxation, nothing in the world beats a sauna, which is
why each Kakslauttanen Kelo-igloo has its own electric sauna.
Having a sauna can mean anything from a quick 10-minute steam
session to a social event lasting several hours. There are probably as
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many variations of a sauna as there are words for snow in
Finnish. There are several types of saunas, the most common
being electric, wood-heated, and smoke saunas. All types are
believed to inspire healing, wellness, and meaningful conversation. The Kakslauttanen smoke sauna experience is not to be
missed. One of the main characteristics of a smoke sauna is that
it is built without a chimney. The soft steam of a smoke sauna will
make you feel like you’re travelling centuries back in time.
In the winter, the freezing temperatures provide interesting
contrasts and supplementary activities to steaming-hot saunas.
Dipping in icy lakes, rolling in the snow, or just standing outside
in your towel is said to be good for blood circulation and makes
for an incredible rush. For two hours, we alternated between the
hot smoke sauna, cold sips of beer, and standing outside in the
frigid air watching steam rise from our bodies and feeling the
toxins dissipate. The expression saunanjälkeinen, or post-sauna,
is a perfect excuse for avoiding doing pretty much of anything in
Finland. The feeling of being physically and mentally clean is
something so blissful you want to enjoy it in peace and for as long
as you like, and people respect that. We certainly did as we floated
back to our Kelo in a dreamy haze.

Opposite page, top to bottom: Reindeer sleigh rides
are a popular way to get close to the fabled animal;
for relaxation, nothing in the world beats a smoke sauna
with a quick adrenaline-inducing dip into the frigid artic
water; seeing a pale green glow is the most common
Northern Lights experience. It may look like you can
reach up and touch them, but, alas!; the northern
lights form at altitudes over 100 kilometers.

Dream Come True
After the world’s greatest nap and a big meal, we were on the hunt
again that evening. In northern Lapland the lights shine about
every other clear night between September and March. This night
was cloudy, but the guides gave us hope that Aurora might reveal
herself to us. No matter how cold or windy it may be outside, a
snow-tank safari is the best way to stay warm on the hunt and get
away quickly from civilization into the darkest parts of the surrounding wilderness. The best time for seeing aurora is just before
midnight, which is when our group stopped and looked to the
stars. At that moment, the solar winds and the Earth’s gases
aligned, and aurora emerged. A pale green glow writhed above in
unpredictable shapes—a natural phenomenon worth travelling to
the ends of the world to see. It looked like you could reach up and
touch them, but, alas!; aurora forms at altitudes over 100 kilometers. The lights are unpredictable and can change in the blink of an
eye. As we jumped up and down and celebrated with fellow travelers, they were gone as quickly as they came. But we were hooked.
A hunter who cherishes all the charms of his or her surroundings can never fail. And, as we discovered, the hunt for fox fires is
just as exciting as the capture. 

